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963 September 10, 1897 

CUBA. 

Smallpox and yellow fever in Cuban seaports. 

September 1 : The United States consul at Cardenas reports that during 
the week ended August 28 there were in that city 3 deaths from yellow 
fever and no deaths from smallpox. 

August 30 : The United States consul at Cienfuegos reports that dur- 
ing the week ended August 29 there were in that city 8 deaths from 
yellow fever and no deaths from smallpox. 

September 4 : The United States sanitary inspector at Habana reports 
that during the week ended September 2 there were in that city 27 
deaths from yellow fever and 2 deaths from smallpox. 

August — : The United States consular agent at Manzanillo reports 
that during the week ended August — there were in that city - deaths 
from yellow fever. 

September 3 : The United States consul at Matanzas reports that 
during the two weeks ended September 1 there were in that city 13 
deaths from yellow fever. 

August 28: The United States consul at Santiago de Cuba reports 
that during the week ended August 28 there were in that city 10 
deaths from yellow fever. 

August 30 : The United States consul at Sagua la Grande reports that 
during the week ended August 28 there were in that city 48 cases and 
8 deaths from yellow fever, and 30 cases and 2 deaths from smallpox. 

August — : The United States consul at Guantanamo reports that 
during the month of July, 1897, there were in that city - deaths from 
yellow fever and - death from smallpox. 

Sanitary report from Habana. 

Habana, Cuba, September 4, 1897. 

Sib : The following report for the week ended Thursday, September 
2, is respectfully submitted. Attached to it will be found a table of 
comparative mortality of this city for the past seven weeks. The deaths 
from yellow fever neither increase nor decrease, according to the official 
reports. Of the 27 deaths reported all but 1 occurred among the Span- 
ish soldiers. 

Two deaths were caused by smallpox. This disease seems to have 
increased a little during the past two weeks, as before that time there 
had been no deaths for over four weeks. I would estimate the number of 
cases to be 15, and but 5 of that number are in the military hospitals, the 
other 10 being among the civilians, and only attacking the lower classes. 
Enteric fever is still quite prevalent both in the city proper and in the 
military hospital. Deaths from intestinal diseases must increase rap- 
idly on account of the lack of a proper food supply. This question is 
becoming a serious one in this city. 

I have information that beriberi exists to the extent of 15 or 20 cases. 
It has been reported as existing at Santiago de Cuba for several months. 



September 10, 1897 



964 



As soon as I obtain assistance in the office I will transmit a report as to 
its prevalence here. 

From the table of statistics it will be noticed that the total number of 
deaths is decreasing, compared with the two weeks preceding. The 
weather continues warm, with little rainfall, and the heat is more oppres- 
sive now than at any other time during the summer. The city is prob- 
ably filthier than it has been for months, and there is every reason to 
expect a heavy death rate during the present and coming month. 

But one vessel is at the Tallapiedra Wharf, an American schooner. 
As yet no cases of fever have developed. Another American schooner 
is discharging her cargo at Eegla, a small town opposite to Habana. 
This last vessel, the Frank B. Neally, was infected on her last voyage to 
Habana while discharging at the Tallapiedra Wharf. 

Very respecl fully, W. F. Brunner, 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Comparative statistics of the mortality of the city of Habana for the weeks ended July IS, 
July 22, July 29, August 5, August 12, August 19, August 26, and September 2, 1897. 
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Suspicious case on American schooner John G. Smith. 

Habana, Cuba, September 8, 1897. 
Sir : On boarding the American schooner John C. Smith this morn- 
ing to inspect crew and vessel preparatory to giving bill of health, I 
found a sailor with a suspicious fever, the man having been taken sick 
last night. This vessel discharged her cargo of lumber at the Talla- 
piedra Wharf, and was bound for Brunswick, but on finding the sick 
man, I ordered the vessel to Tortugas and notified the bureau by cable. 
Very respectfully, W. F. Brunner, 

Sanitary Inspector, 77. S. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Sanitary report from Santiago. 

Santiago de Cuba, August 28, 1897. 
. Sir : I have the honor of submitting the following report on the 
sanitary condition of Santiago de Cuba for the week ended August 28 : 
Sixty-one deaths have been reported, of which 10 were from yellow 



